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'OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN |

GERALD C, MANN -
ATTORNEY GENKRAL

Honorable W. S. Buassey, Chief
Division of Weights & Measures
Department of Agriculture
Austin, Texas

Dear Sir:

- Are employees of
entitled to traveling expe

curred in attending the meet
Assoclation?

ptats apprepri&tiena,iiﬁ;“y
exas Weights & Messures

: »evicea. to diacourage un-
gerupulous dealers in defraud-

“to secure the co- operation of all

-ttering the oondition of dealing

The name of this Organigation
shall be the 'Texas ftate Weights and Measures
Association." ‘ .

"ARTICIE II
o "Seotion 1. - Any State or City Inspsctor or
Deputy Inspector of Weights and Measures in Texas
ghell be eligible for active membership.

NGO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPRGVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



Honorable W. 8. Bussey, Page 2

'Section 2. - Repairmen, ingpectors of weigh-
ing and measuring devices, and individusls having
an interest in weighing and measuring problemsa
may become assoclate members.

"Section 3. - Manufacturers, jobbers, whole-
salers and firms, companies, corporationas or
associatlions having an interest in or are con-
cerned with weights and measures work, may be-
come assoclate members,

"Jection 4. - Associate members, ss indivi-
duals or otherwvise, shall have a voice in all
proceedings, but shall not vote.

"Section 5. - Honorary membership may, up-
on recommendation of the executive committee, -
be conferred upon those persons who have per-
formed outatanding servioce in behalr or the '
aasooiatian.

“ARTIGLE III
"Section 1. -~ The officers of this asso-
ciation ahall be & President, a Vice-President,
& Secretary-Treasurer, &nd an Asaistant Becre-
tary. %¥here shall also be an Executive Committee
of five: mnmbers, made up of the Praesident, the
- Vice~Prealdent of the asleciatien, ‘and three
other active members of the assogiation. All the
foregoing offices ahall be r1l3dd by election at
the ahnual meeting of the Asaeaia&ian from ita
active membership. Vacancies in any. office may .
be .filled by appointment by thg executive conmittee
for. the unoxyired term. '

'Section 2. - The Commissioner of Agrieultare
and the Chief of the Weights and Neasures shall -
be ex~officio menbers of the exaeutive oommittee. o

!Sootian 3. - The president shall prelide at
all meetings, shall giolerva order, enforce the
congtitution and by-lavs, call apecial meetings,
shall be ex-officio chairman of the executive
committee, and shall appoint necessary committeex
to carry on the work of the sssociation, 1nclud1ng
a three-member nominating commitiee,
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"Seotion 4. - The President or Segretary-
Treasurer shall have power to send floral tributtes
in evgnt of siockness or death in the household of
a member of the assoclaticn,

'Section 5. = In the absence of the president,
the duties of his ofrice lhall devolve upon the
. vice-preaident.L

: 'Section 6. - The Secretary-Treasurer shall
keep reecords of all proceedings, shall collect
all dues, giving receipt therefor, and shall pay
11 bills on the approval of the President. He

- shall make a financial report at each regular
,.meeting With the consent and approval of the
.- prasident,:the §ecretary-treasurer may, purchaae
L ﬁlush‘bookn, yostage, supplies and atatinnery. o
oo e anes hecessary 4n.‘the cenducting of thip. off oe. e
i o He #hadl £11e & bond in the swa of $1,000
" - bond shall be in the custody of the. preliasnt. Bh
nhnll reoe1Ve a -alary of $50 00 per ‘anpum,. ' .

“Section 7. - The assistant secretary shall. |
1=perform the duties of the: aeoretary in hia absenee,-
S upon.hia reoommenﬂstion. .

SR 'aeotion 8. - The executive cqmmittee ahsll

... susist the: pmeaident :4n makivig arrangements for
a1l gatherings of the a;sociation, busineaa or-
otherwiae. :

2 'AB!IBLE IY S -
TR "gection 1, = Ihs period frcm tha clone of on§1
-'aregular meeting to the close of the next regular '

--mseting lhall oonntitute the assooiation Jear.

”8¢ction 2.; fhe duea ah;ll be. $2.00 per year

for members under Article 1I, Sedtion.1j $2,00 per .

. “year for Artiole II, Bection 2j and $10.0Q per year:
- ‘for Article II, §ection 3. Members in arreara for
© -dues shall 1n.nn ‘case be ellowed to vote or hold
, offiee.

'AR?IGLE V '
" ®3ection 1. - The regular meeting of the asso-
ciation shall be held on aspproximate annual dates
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and at & place decided upon by the association or
selected by the exeoutive comnittee in case no meet-
ing place 1s designated by the association.

"Section 2. ~ The dates of the annual meeting
shall be determined by the executlve committee. No
such meeting shall be called within 60 days of &

- regular meeting.

"Section 3. - Speclel meetings may be called
by the president upon request of the executive
committee.

"A RTICIE VI

"Section 1. - One-third of the members shall
oanatitute a quorum. All voting shall be confined
'to active ‘members,

i Secﬁion 2. - Al1x election of orfioers shall
be-by.ballot, A majarity of all votes ocast shall
conztitute 8 choioce. -

"Seation 3. - The term of office shall be one
.yoar, or untll a succeasor has been elested. :

“AIEIGEE‘VII

) ®3ection 1..- The oprder of business of &ny
“iegglar meeting of the Association shall be 88

ollows: _

1.;‘Ca11 to order by prelident.
2. Intro duotion’ of gueste.
;. Appointment of Oonmittees.
- rl‘o &1, -
5. rﬁhfininhed businesa. .
6. 8ecraetary-Tressursr's report.
g. Report of Gommittees.
8. ¥leotion of Officers.
9. Adjournment.

*ARTICLE VIII

. "Jection 1. - This oonstitution mey be altered,
amended, or added to only by & two-thirds vote of
the members present at the annual meeting of the
Association., To be considered, any proposed change
in the constitution shall be submitted in writing
to the president, at least 30 days before the date
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~of the next annnal meeting, and coples of such
ptopolal shall be promptly suppiied by the presi-
dent ta all active meithers of the assoclaticn. The
propoaal shall then be acted upon at the next annual

meeting."

It seems thet the Ccmptroller has refused payment of
expenses of your employees incwred in attending the Annual meet-
ing of this associatlon on May Tth and 8th, because in his opin-
lon the meeting was & "convention," and the advance approval of
the Attorney General was not obtained as required by the cur-
rent departmental appropriation bill in the following term:

“No moneys sappropriatednbBerein shall ever be
spent to pay the traveling expenses of any State
employee to any type of convention within the 3tate
or without the Staté éxcept upon advencs written

approval of the Attornqx deneral as belng TOr thte'a
uaineaa. L i -

Bhﬂsr this proviaion, traveling expenses 1ncarred in
attending & “"convention® cannot be paid unless before they were
incurred the written approval of the trip must be separately ap-
proved; this Department will not undertake to give blanket au~
thorizaticns. . :

_ Hb are or the opinion that the mseting involved:con-
_stituted & “convention™ within the meaning of the appragrittion
bill, %he deacription of the assemblage of & "meeting,

oonrerenceﬁ_ ete., 18 not important; its character 13..,A
"convention®.as used in the appropristion bill, is a “meeting
of members, op delegated. or & private organization, party} '
olub, society, or the like." Bee 4our qpinionhxo. 0-173z
character of the organization as "private® or "official dopends,
not alone upon its purpose, but also upon. its memberahip. . The
Constitution and By-laws of the Aslociation reveal that the as-
sooiation 1s & "private organization.” The private character
of the organization is amphasized by the. folowing previaionﬂx

- (1) Private individuala, firm: and oerpor&tionn may
be "agsociste” memhera. :

(2) Dues are collected from all msmbefs, reguler and
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. associate; these dues are not collected by authorit tg of thc

: (Bta.te j they are: expended without an & gproprution eraaf, o
ch would be required if they wers "public monies"), and . -

for purposes for which if these funds were not the. proporty

of a private organiza.tion, they could net be expended. (For

instance, floral tributes in event of sickness or death in.

the household of a member of the association.) .

We trust that the. foregoing answers your mqui.ry.
In the future, you should request the approval of this De- -
partment in advance of attendance upon the meetings of this
organigation.

Yours very truly ‘
ATYQRNEY GENERAL GF TEXAS
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APPROVED JUL. 18 m#a -
/s/ @erald @. Manp |
ATTRNEY GRNERAL OF mm

mm .
OPINI{ Gmﬂ
By /a/B.W. B., ﬂhaiman



